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IX. An Account of a Book, 

Recherches fur ia Nature i9 la Guerifon dei 
Cancers. Par Mr Defhayes GeuJron Do^eur 
en Medicine ^e i Vniverfite de MonpelJier. 
A Paris 1700. in 80. 

THe Ancients in their Dfivifions of Tumours, 
confounded Cancers witlSi all other hard and 
painful Swellings. Thefe theyimagind to pro- 
ceed from an Aduft Atrabilarious Blood, which opini- 
on they founded on their jSxteriour Appearances, their 
Black or Livid Colour, and Burning Acrimony. The 
Moderns changing the terms, derive them from a cer- 
tain Acid Ferment, whiclj'firil coagulates* the Juices iii 
the Glands, and after Gpfrpdes^ and ulcerates the part^ 
Thefe accoun ts do not^ content Mr Geudron^ who be- 
lieves his Obfervations have furniftied him with a more 
fatisfaftory Idea of the Formation of Qz^^erx, their dif- 
ference from fchirrous,; fcropliulous, and other likp 
Tumours, and a more fure^I^rognotlick and Cure. 

There is fo great a diverfity in Cancers, he pretends 
if is impoffible to give one common Definition which 
P" ^3- (hall agree to alL Some have a round, unequal, livid, 
painful hardnefs; others arc flat without lividity, and 
fometimes indolent. This variety proceeds chieflv from 
their rife and progrefs, and the ftrudure of die r^r^rts in 
which they are feated, as the Breaft, Womb, Mouth, 
Nofej^'Eyes, Ears^ all which differ in their appear- 
ances. 

In 
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In the year I %o a Domeftick of the Marquis .^e ^.%£ 
K coming to the Aathor with a hardnefs on the Fore- 
head, : which was ulcerated, very painful and rcbeUi- 
ous: He feveral tinies cicatrized it, out all in vain 5 af- 
ter fome time it bcoke forth afrefb^ At length, apply- 
ing a ftronger Cauftick than before, and impatient to 
]^eftiove the Efcarr, ) ftiiiring it to and fro with, his Probe 
placed on its Centers, he perceived feveral white Fila* 
mentsin the Interftice between it and the Flefh, which 
with the Probe he found were hard. Then pulhng 
asway the Efcarr with his Forceps^ the fkrings came with 
it, not without a great deal of pain to the Patient. 
Some of the;fe fprang from- the fide of the Noie, Eyes^ 
ethers, from the upper part of the Forehead 5 and when 
kvwas^ feparated^ they feem'd like the firings at the 
Root oi an On yon or LeeL This was the occafion 
which fuggefted to M. Geudron his firft fufpicion o£ the 
common Docirine, which afcribes thefe Maladies to 
Acids in the Blood.. This Incident encouraged him to 
make a furtheF Enquiry 5; and having difleded many b^'-^u 
Cancerous Tumours, for thcfe eight years paft, he gives 
us thefe particulars, as the refult of his Obfervations* 

Cancers, are always feated in Glandulous and Ner- 
"^ous parts, and places where there are Lymphaticfc 
and Excretory Vefiels. There is ever found in them a 
hard callous iubftance^ not unlike a Horn, with Blood- 
velTels difleminated thro it, which neverthelefs are 
lefler audi ftraiter than before the formation of the 
tiardneft. In Cancrofities of the skin there is the fame 
callous fubftance, but it expands itfelf in a very difFe- 
i^nt manner, appearing at firft like a plain hard Ulcer, 
or a fmall Wari; with. Cancrous, FilamentSo. Thefe, 
when the Ulceration has. made fome progrefs^ appear 
like the heads, of pins in the flefh, and are no other.- 
than the extremities .of. the ftrings^, This fubftance^ al- 
ways found m true Cancers^ tliis.Gen tleman thinks is 
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the Cancer it felfy wbich is formed out of the Glands, 
Lymphatick and Excretory Veflels, Thefe by fome 
accident or other becoming impervious, and ceafing to 
filtrate and convey tlieir Liquors, by degrees degenerate 
into a compa(9: horny mafs, capable of Germinating 
and Ulceration. 

Some, obferving the good habit of Body not to be 
prejudiced by Cancers arifing, and alter they have been 
removed the party has enjoyed a perfed health, have 
thought the part only fuffers. ^Others, feeing that not- 
withftandjng they have been apparently conlumed and 
extirpated, they have broke out with greater violence, 
have concluded this efFe6ifto proceed from fome corro- 
five Acid ftill remaining behind, and no good to be 
hoped for till this malignant Ferment be entirely ex- 
tinguiftied. V This latter opinion does not agree with 

|).34- ^'^^' Geudrons Theory. It fuch an Acid have an exift- 
ence, where is it lodged ? not in the Blood, for Can- 
cers often arife fuddenly from fome exteriour hurt, 
blow or compreffion, often happen to perfons in per- 
kd health 5 to women with a regular evacuation of 
their Menfes. Not in the part, from an effufion of 
Lympha there, for thefe fort of Tumours are eafily re- 
folved, and except fometimes in the Bread, rarely or 
never become Cancerous. A thoufand Obfervations 
(liew Cancers in the Skin, on the Nofe, &c. havefol- 

p 4^- lowed upon cutting off a Ware. Thefe are often with- 
out pain and inflamatien^ and the humour will not 
change Turnfole. Is it not more likely thefe proceed 
from fome. Miliary Gland of the Skin, torn from its 
feat by the divulfion of the Tendinous Fibres which 
connefted it, tlian from any Imaginary Acid. 
^ As for the Growth of Carcinomatous Tumours, our 
Author thinks, being compofed of the Extremities of 
Tendinous Fibres, tlieir Vegetation may be explained 
by the conveying a Nutritious Juice, in the fame man- 
ner 
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ner as Horns and Nails, and other like fubftances. The 
pain proceeds from the compreffion of the Nervous 
parts, as that in CornSj which when any thing hap- 
pens Jo pinch them, is very acute, and the livid ity from 
an obftruftion of the progrefs of the Blood. If the dif- 
coloration was the effed of any Cauftic Salt, an Efcarr 
would foon enfue, but the blacknefs of the Cancers 
lafts many years. It is more reafonable than to think 
the difficulty the Blood finds in its paffage, makes it 
ftop in fome places, where lofing its fluidity, and be- 
coming thick, it makes the skin which covers the Can* 
cer appear black and Tivid , and this blacknefs is 
obferved round the Horns of Animals at their firft 
eruption. 

The Ulceration proceeds either from the burfliqg of 
the Teguments by the encreafing fwelling, or their 
exefion, by the corruption of the ftagnating Bloods 
But their incurability arifes from an indifpofition ot the 
Fibres of the Skin , to unite themfelves with the Can- 
cerous Lump. From this account it is plain Scliirrofi 
ties, Strums^ which confift of Liquors ftopt by their 
Vifcofity, or coagulated by any Acid, and Folypus, 
where the Veflels keep their order and diftribution^ are 
eflentially different from thefe carcinomatous (wcllings, 
but when theflrufture of the Veflels is once deftroyed, 
.and they degenerate into a hard indilToluble lump, ca- 
pable of fhooting out, they lofe their former nature, 
and become Cancerous. 

Having thus prefented you with his Idea of the Na- 
ture and Caufes of Cancers, he proceeds to the Prog- 
noftick and Cure. True Cancers he affirms are feldom 
extirpated with fuccefs^ and the operation would be 
lefs in repute, \i Strum £^^ fchirrous, and other Tumours 
were not frequently miftaken for them. Mr Gcndron 
only thinks thofe can be extirpated, whofe Bafis ends 
at once, and which do not fend firings to the neigil- 
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boiiring parts. He laughs at the Precept fo often in* 
cakated^ to fuffer the part to bleed freely to difcharge 
the remains of malignity, recommending infteadof this 
his own pradice, to apply Plcdgits, with fome Arfeni- 
cal Caiiftick,' andtimely to f ill away the Efcarr with 
the Cancrous firings^ which I cicg harder than the flefh, 
are not prefently divided by the Suppuration. Pa- 
racelfm and Vanhelmomt his Difciple , boaft very 
moch, fays he ^ of their Arfenical Preparations ^ 
and other Mineral Abforbents. Theft indeed may 
con fume the fiingoos flelh , bat the Cure confifts 
only in eradicating the callous body^ which is irritated, 
and protudes it felf ftrangely on the injudicious appU- 
cation of Ibarp and corrofive Medicines. 

In the year 1692, the Author cured Madam de N.. 
of a cancerous EpuImThQ Excrefcence firft rofe in form 
of a Button of Fiefl:!, ftom ihQ Ahe^lm of one of the 
Dentes^moraks of the upper Jaw^ which had been pul- 
led out. This in fome years was grown as big as a 
Goofe Egg, was hard, unequal, livid, painful^ and ul- 
cerated with reddifh putrid Serofities coming from it. 
Finding by his Rules the cancrofity not to extend be- 
hind its middle, he pricks the upper part with a fort 
of Trocar^ carefully avoiding the cancerated part, puts 
in his Efcarotick Troches, and ftops the whole with a 
Sponge. Thus the Blood Veflels and Nerves within 
twenty four hours being cauterized, the Mafs began 
to wither,and lofc its fenfe ^ he could cut off great par- 
cels without pain, and after the feparition the reft 
was cured in few days. To fhew how neceflary dex- 
terity is in an Operator, he relates another remarkable 
cafe. Ml de K receiving a blow with the Braach oiF 
a Tree on the upper lid of his Left-eye, had a hard 
callous and painful Excrefcence : there was a neceffi- 
ty to cut it out, or confume it with Caufticks. The 
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lirfi.was impradjcaMe, the latter not witlioot dai^r. 
In tfiis difficuky, ioding the cancroflty only .ftipapfi- 
cial, and nothing more fo be done but tc^ cotiirae it, 
v.'ithout hurting the Globe of the Eye^ he c^ntrifBi. io 
blow -Leaves.^ of 'Gold bet ween-- this and-theEta*efc^i^^ 
which, adjufting therafelves to the Eye, might co- 
ver it from the impreffion of the Salts. The Inven- 
tion fucceeded^ the Tumour was happily confumedj 
and the part cicatrized. 

M Gendrm thinks the ^ famous A- ' Quifaus occuki 
phorifmof Hippocrates to be beft ex- SrTre me"Hu; cuT 

plaiifd by his HypotheOs. He thinks ti enim citius inte- 
itexadly true of fuch Cancers which ^erfiorLS^ 
have filaments , that lye concealed in protrahultl"^^ 
the Neighbouring parts. The at- 4.38. 
tempting a perfcft Cure of thefe by the Knife, Cau- 
tery or Eitarticks , does only irritate and redouble their 
progrefs, and creates horrible ulcerations and pains, 
and'^often puts an untimely end to the Patients life, 
which by palliation might be prolonged. Here he 
commends the wife condud of the Abbot Gendrm his 
llnMe, to the Queen- Mother of Frmee-^ JmratAu- 

The topicks he commends for palliation are chiefly 
thefe, Bella Donna or Solanum Ledale. This was the 
Secret of Perdval WiMagMy^ and very much recom- 
mended by the Abbot his Unkle^ but if too long con- 
tinued is prejudicial .To the Juice of the Plants he adds 
Sacthamm Saturm. The fecond famous Application is 
the Bags of the faid Abbot, made 6f a poroui Stone 
found in la BeaM^fe, calcined, and feveral times exrin- 
guiihed in Vinegar. This he has much improved by 
incorporating with the other Ingredients the Metalhck 
Sulphurs of Ifonf, C;bp|}er andJ^adk^i Tt^i^ft C6«iiiiiis 
npthing^ Particular, ;; ^ and i?'>we fh^/! nob rop®ttiitiMre. 
The Author promifes.he wil}ri0iieid]^'^mthA mMick 
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his oblervations, to confirm his Theory. He tells fur- 
ther, he had a defign to add the Hiftory ot fome dif 
eafes of the Eyes, but thinking this more proper for a 
Hiftory of the Difeafes of the Tive Sences, which he 
intends to write ", he defers it till that ftiall fee the 
Light. 
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